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Mothers; for I do not know that parents have so
sweet, so strong, and so constant an affection for
their children as these good women have for their
patients. I have often seen them so overwhelmed
that they were utterly exhausted; yet I have never
heard them complain, either of the too great num-
ber of their patients, or of the infection, or of the
trouble they gave them. They have hearts so lov-
ing and so tender towards these poor people that, if
occasionally some little present were given them,
one could be very [160] certain that they would not
taste it, however greatly they might need it, every-
thing being dedicated and consecrated to their sick.
This charity had to be moderated, and an order was
given them to eat at least a part of the little gifts
that were made to them, especially when they were
not strong. I am not surprised if the Savages, who
recognize very clearly this great charity, love, cher-
ish, and honor them.

Father Buteux wrote, some days ago, to the Rev-
erend Father Superior that a woman who had re-
mained a long time at the hospital did a great deal
of good among the Savages of her nation, instruct-
ing them with much fervor. This is the common
practice of those who have passed the winter in this
holy house; they afterwards preach to their com-
patriots with great zeal.

In conclusion, I do not know which of the two
feels more satisfaction,— Madame the Duchess d’Ai-
guillon in having founded and built a house to our
Lord in new France, or her nuns in finding them-
selves in this new world.

[161] Here are the words of a letter from Mother de
St. Ignace, Superior:! ‘“ My satisfaction is so great



